Humanity in Action Poland

(in organization)   

www.humanityinaction.org

Fellowship

Call for Applications – Polish Summer Program 2008

Opening Program in Copenhagen: June 7 – June 10, 2008

Summer Core Program in Warsaw: June 11 – July 4, 2008

Closing Program in Copenhagen: July 5 – July 8, 2008

Follow-up Program in the USA: Autumn 2008 or Winter 2009

Application Deadline: January 31, 2008 

I. What is HiA?

Humanity in Action is a transatlantic organization devoted to the study and improvement of democratic societies and human rights, specifically the relationship between majority and minority populations. HiA brings together Western and Eastern European, American, and Israeli students who have an active interest in human and minority rights, and are ready to share their experiences in enhancing and defending them. We invite applications from students who are serious about both thorough study and proactive, grassroots engagement.

Humanity in Action organizes summer programs that take place simultaneously in Amsterdam, Berlin, Copenhagen, Paris, and Warsaw, with joint opening and closing sessions. All five programs are run on the same framework: 10 days of seminars, 10 days of research, and a nine-day follow-up program in the United States. For a more detailed look, please check our website, www.humanityinaction.org, for reports and testimonials by Senior Fellows from previous years.
Humanity in Action programs are interdisciplinary, intellectually rigorous, and socially engaging. They consist of seminars, site visits, guided field work, written and oral reports. Following the Core Program, the Fellows are required to launch action projects that engage pressing issues in their home institutions and communities. These action plans must be implemented within a year after completing the summer program. Those Fellows who have successfully participated in the summer program and who have carried out their action plan will become Senior Fellows. These Senior Fellows are part of an international network of people committed to human rights and minority rights. One of the goals of Humanity in Action is to build a relationship with the Fellows that will continue long after the summer program.
HIA Programs are not meant to be hands-on training for human rights activists, but rather to help the fellows gain a well-informed awareness of minority issues which can, in turn, direct their voluntary and professional careers. Indeed, experience shows that many of the Senior Fellows use the awareness they gained from HIA in community work, further education and career paths in government, non-profit organizations, media and the private sector.

II. Program in Poland

During the Summer Program in Warsaw, participants from Germany, Poland, Ukraine and the US will be offered two weeks of lectures and site visits investigating how the Polish society and state deal with its various minorities and human rights issues, both historically and contemporarily. Then, for another two weeks, participants will work in teams to prepare oral and written reports on specific issues among the program’s themes. 

III. Who can apply?

We invite Polish, German and Ukrainian students, as well as students who study at universities in these countries on a permanent basis, to submit their applications for the 2008 Warsaw summer program. 

Eligible candidates are:

· those who have completed at least two semesters of study and who gained the status of undergraduate students (BA or MA) prior to the beginning of the program (7th of June, 2008). 

· those students who have completed their undergraduate studies in 2008. 
Ph.D. students are not eligible.

Humanity in Action is looking for students from all backgrounds and academic disciplines who are mature, self-reliant, flexible, and comfortable in intensive group activity and interaction. They must speak, understand, and write English fluently.  

IV. Costs
Costs and expenses for participation in the program are covered. 

The Polish Program is supported by the Foundation Remembrance, Responsibility and Future.
V. Schedule 

Schedule for Fellows in the Polish Program 2008:

· June 7: International opening session in Copenhagen: All European and American Fellows meet (approx. 130 in total).

· June 10: The 21 Fellows from the Polish program travel to Warsaw.

· June 11 - July 5: The Fellows in Denmark, Germany, France, the Netherlands and Poland follow approximately the same program: 10 days of seminars focused on the host country’s political and religious life, current tensions between its majority and minority populations, history during the Second World War and subsequent human rights policies; 10 days of research, writing and presenting reports by international teams of Fellows on subjects relating to contemporary minority issues, human rights, and the war period. HIA publishes and distributes these reports.

· July 5 - July 8: International closing session in Copenhagen. The Fellows share their experiences and discuss their reports.

· July 8: Fellows return home.

· Autumn 2008 or Winter 2009: European Fellows attend week-long seminars in USA.
VI. How to apply for the program? 

Application Requirements - Polish Summer Program 2008

The selection will be made by HiA Poland on the basis of the written application (1st phase) and a personal interview with chosen applicants (2nd phase).

Please note that the summer program will entirely be conducted in English. Thus, your application must be in English as well as the personal interview. 

1st Phase-Written Application:

The following information is required from each applicant for the Humanity in Action fellowship:

1) Application form (can be downloaded here)

2) Curriculum vitae (no longer than two A4 pages)

Please include in your CV the following declaration: 
“I hereby authorize Humanity in Action to process my personal data included in my CV and Application Form and other program related documents for the needs of the recruitment process and the program in accordance with Personal Data Protection Act of 29 August 1997 (Journal of Laws of 2002, No. 101, item 926, with subsequent amendments)." 
3) A letter of motivation of no more than 500 words (standard 12 pt, font Arial, double-spaced) in which you explain why you would like to participate in the HiA summer core program and what you think you can add to the program and to the group.
4) An essay of no more than 600 words (standard 12 pt, font Arial, double-spaced) in which you discuss the following topic:  

Minority rights in Poland in theory and practice: please choose one minority and discuss good practices vs. violations in regards to that minority.

5) An action plan: formulate a human rights problem that you see in your local community. Come up with an action plan that you yourself could implement to help solve this problem, and explain what qualifies you to take the lead. (max. 500 words, standard 12 pt font Arial, double-spaced).

Deadline: January 31, 2008
via e-mail in one document (no PDF documents) to Program Coordinator:

Magda Szarota, m.szarota@humanityinaction.org

You will receive a confirmation within 3 days of your application submission. If your DO NOT receive a confirmation, contact Program Coordinator Magda Szarota (m.szarota@humanityinaction.org) immediately. 

Please note that incomplete applications and those received after 31 January, 2008 will not be considered. There will be no exceptions to these rules. 

All applicants will be informed about decisions of the 1st phase of the application process. 

2nd Phase: Personal Interview

Based on your written application, you may be chosen to attend an interview. The time and date of the interview will be announced to the chosen applicants via email. 

All the 2nd Phase applicants will be notified about the results of the selection and the decisions will be final.   

VII. Questions?

Please direct further inquiries to: Program Coordinator Magda Szarota m.szarota@humanityinaction.org 

Application Form

Application Form for HiA Polish Summer Program 2008

I. Personal Information

Name (first, middle, last):

Date of Birth (DD.MM.YYYY):

Place of Birth:

Gender:

Country of Birth:

Country of Citizenship:

Permanent Address:

Temporary Address: 

Telephone/Cell Phone/ Fax:

E-mail:

Passport number:

II. Academic/Professional Background

Field of Studies:

University:







No of Semesters:

Level of English Proficiency:

Speaking:

Fair

Medium

Excellent

Understanding: 

Fair

Medium

Excellent

Writing: 

Fair

Medium

Excellent

Other foreign languages spoken:

Do you work besides your studies?

(Please note that you would not be able to work in case of participation in the summer program!)

Personal Interests:

Extra-Curricular Activities (on a separate sheet, if needed):

Membership in organizations etc.:
III. Emergency Contact: 

Name:

Address:

Phone:

E-mail:

Relationship to the Applicant:

IV. How did you first hear about the HiA Program?
O
I read about the program in (name publication/magazine): 

O
From the Internet (please specify) 



O
At my University (please specify)

O
Mailing list (please specify)

O
Other. Please Specify :
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